
 

 

 

 

  

The Weekly News 

Property Owners Association of Lake Hayward 

Aug.22 

2026  

This newsletter is published for POALH members every weekend from June 13 to 

Sept. 5th. If you’ve got news and/or photos of POALH events that you would like to 

share, I would appreciate receiving them for inclusion in the newsletter. Send them to 

newsletter@lakehaywardct.com Thank You, Gary Cohen, Editor. Enhanced by Phil Cohen 
 

 

“Being on a boat that’s moving through the 

water, it’s so clear. Everything falls into 

place in terms of what’s important and 

what’s not.” — James Taylor 
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 Security Enforcement: What Members Should Know 

As many members are aware, POALH has engaged a security company to assist with 
the 

enforcement of our Rules and Regulations and Bylaws. We would like to provide 
additional 

context regarding this decision and what members can expect moving forward. 
The implementation of security patrols was approved by the community at the August 

Annual Meeting. During discussions leading up to that vote, members expressed 
ongoing concerns regarding unauthorized use of POALH facilities, parking violations, 

and the 
lack of consistent enforcement of our governing documents. The Board of Governors 

has a responsibility to listen to the community and respond to concerns that are 
repeatedly brought forward by members. 

While parking enforcement may appear to be the most visible aspect of the security 
program, the security officers have been retained to assist with the enforcement of all 
POALH Rules and Regulations and applicable Bylaws. Parking is simply one area that 

has generated a significant number of complaints over the years. 
The Board has also faced challenges involving nonmembers utilizing POALH facilities 

and 
amenities without authorization. In some instances, attempts by volunteers and Board 

members to address these situations directly have resulted in confrontational and 
potentially unsafe interactions. The addition of trained security personnel will help 

ensure that these situations are handled professionally, consistently, and safely. 
The Board also recognizes that speeding on roads throughout the Lake Hayward 

community remains an important safety concern. However, the roads surrounding the 
lake are owned and maintained by the Town of East Haddam and are therefore 

outside the jurisdiction of POALH. 
Additionally, the security company does not possess police powers or authority to 
enforce motor vehicle laws. That said, speeding concerns have not been ignored. 

POALH has been in 
communication with local law enforcement regarding the concerns expressed by our 

community. 
Efforts are also underway to address inconsistencies in posted speed limit signage 

around the lake, as conflicting signs currently exist at different entrances to the 
community, creating 

confusion for residents and visitors alike. 
It is important to note that towing has been identified as a potential enforcement 

mechanism within POALH's governing documents for many years. What is changing is 
not the existence of the rule, but rather the consistent enforcement of the rules that our 

members have asked the Board to uphold. 
The Board of Governors remains committed to preserving the safety, enjoyment, and 
quality of life at Lake Hayward. While opinions may differ regarding priorities and 
approaches, our goal is to enforce the governing documents fairly and consistently 

while continuing to address community concerns wherever we have the authority to 
do so and working with the appropriate agencies when matters fall outside our 

jurisdiction. 
 

We appreciate the continued engagement and support of our members and look 
forward to a safe and enjoyable season for everyone. 

 



 

➢ A huge thank you to Lynn Macri and Karen VanZetten for not only organizing and running a very 

successful Craft Fair, but also for donating the proceeds to the Dam Project, helping to lessen the 

burden for all of us.  THANK YOU! 

➢ Inspired by Lynn Macri and Karen VanZetten, Mari Popolizio has once again graciously 

volunteered to organize an effort to collect and cash in the returnables from 1st Beach.   The 

proceeds will go to the Events Committee to help fund kids' and adult activities and to help offset 

the cost of a band.  THANK YOU, CAN-CAN LADY 

➢ Rob and Lori Popolizio generously donated two USCG approved life rings: one for 1st Beach and 

the other for 2nd Beach.  Thank you for continuing to improve our lake community with your 

thoughtful donations. 

➢ Thank you to Craig and Christine Montanari for joining the Popolizios and generously donating a 

USCG approved life ring for 3rd Beach. 

➢ If you have any extra Cone Flowers growing in your garden, the Garden Committee would love a 

division or two to enhance 1st Beach Gardens.   

➢ Many, many thanks to Gary Petersen and Dave Edgington for repairing and installing two of our 

street signs that plows knocked down during our winter storms.  It's the kindness and generosity of 

members like these two guys that keep our community functioning and looking its best. 

➢ Thank you to Michelle and Larry Lusardi for donating a portable screen for 

video presentations. We appreciate you!  

➢ Thank you to Lisa Hober for replacing the motion sensor light on the back side of the pavilion.  We 

now have light when using the facilities after dark.  Greatly appreciated! 

➢ Thank you, Jeff Flynn and John Jacoby, for your time and effort spent replacing our worn-out 

kiosks at the beaches.  The new ones look great and are working well!  Also, thank you for your 

initiative to reorganize the signage at 1st Beach, this will dramatically improve the aesthetics. 

➢ A big thank you to George and Deb Le May who donated the hot dogs for Carnival. 

➢ A huge shout out to John Maasz for hauling our worn-out kiosks to the What Not Pile at the 

transfer station.  Thank you! 

➢ Thank you to Keith Marvin for donating a hot water heater for use at events to wash dishes.  Carnival 

volunteers are especially thrilled! 

 

Many Thanks to Many Great People 


